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Lancaster Bomber Crew Prepares for Action. 
Posing tentatively in their uniforms, at first glance they could 
be a Lancaster Bomber crew preparing for a daring war-
time mission. Truth is, this photo and all the others in this  
article were taken, not 75 years ago, but in March, 2012. 
The venue was the Lincolnshire (UK) Aviation Heritage 
Centre, site of the former Lancaster bomber base at RAF 
East Kirkby. 

Admirers of the war-time planes stepped back in time to  
re-live the sights, sounds and smells of the famous bomber 
which  helped destroy the Nazi war machine. They dressed 
up in original uniforms and sat in the cockpit of “Just Jane”, 
one of only three Lancasters left in the world capable of fly-
ing.  

This event was staged just weeks away from the unveiling 
of a long overdue RAF Bomber Command Memorial being 
built in Green Park, London, in honour of the 55,573 airmen 
who died during the second world war, 44% of the 125,000 
men who served in the Command. In 1940, Winston 
Churchill praised Bomber Command as Britain’s “salvation”, 
but in his 1945 victory speech omitted to mention them whilst thanking all other sections of the 
RAF. This omission is believed to have been due to public disquiet over the allied controversial 
tactic of carpet-bombing German cities, causing up to 600,000 civilian casualties. Campaigners for 
the building of the memorial claim their efforts have overturned an act of ‘political correctness’. 
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Qantas’ First Female Pilot. 
When the final Qantas 747 departed to the Boneyard recently, 
Sharelle Quinn was the pilot. Qantas supplied this 1984 photo of 
their first two female pilots. Sharelle is on the left and, on the right 
is Ann Bennett who was trained at Tyabb airfield in Victoria. 

In 2019, Qantas published an article titled “Criticised for Taking a 
Man’s Job” . See—www.linkedin.com/pulse/criticised-taking-mans
-job-what-women-aviation-have-had-alan-joyce-1c. 

Lisa Norman, mentioned in that link, instructed at Tyabb. 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

The featured aircraft, ‘Just Jane’ was built in April 1945. She was due to join the RAF’s Tiger 
Force in the Far-East, but after Japan’s surrender, she was put in storage. In 1952, the French 
Government bought the plane, painted her midnight blue and she went on maritime patrol for the 
French Air Arm. Moved to New Caledonia ten years later, she had another make-over  -  this time 
painted white  -  and was used for air sea rescue and cartography.  

Just Jane came home to the UK in May 1965. Public appearances were few and brief, due to the 
costs involved and, in 1972, she was put up for auction but failed to reach the reserve price. In 
1983 she became the property of Lincolnshire resident brothers, Fred & Harold Panton who had 
lost their fighter pilot brother Christopher on the Nuremburg Raid in March 1944. In 1993 restora-
tion began and, after several hundred of man-hours, she was ready to fly again. 

Just Jane’s Vital Statistics  - 
Power : four Rolls-Royce Merlin 24 engines (1640 hp each) 
Empty Weight : 37,330 lbs   Max Weight : 72,000 lbs   Range : 2,350 miles with 7,000 lb load. 
Max Bomb Load : 18,000 lbs 

 

Last Month’s Omissions. 
Last month’s report on our AGM contained some serious omissions. Firstly, it failed to report the 
rare attendance of Life Member, Les Kovari. Great to have you with us Les and, judging by the 
photo below, you seemed to enjoy your visit. 

Also missing was a photo of Secretary, Steve, enjoying the power of “taking the gavel” to over-
see the proceedings, and a general photo of the gathered members. 
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Girls in Aviation Day  -  26th September. 
Women in Aviation International (WAI) has  
announced the launch of a new app for the  
organization’s sixth annual Girls in Aviation Day. The 
free ‘Aviation for Girls App’ will offer content such as 
career videos, virtual museum tours, scholarship  
information, hands-on activities, book readings and digital issues of Aviation for Girls magazine. 

The app, available from the App Store or Google Play, is aimed at girls ages 8-17 and will be 
available year-round with ongoing content additions. So  -  if you have any girls in that age range 
in your family or know any who may be persuaded to consider a career in aviation, why not   
suggest they take a look at it? 

 

Our Battle of Britain Commemoration. 
 Just after dawn on Sunday 13th September, five of our aircraft were tasked with intercepting and 
destroying an enemy aircraft reported to be approaching our area with ‘bad intent’. They bravely 
planned to fly an anti-clockwise course to meet head on with the attacker which was flying the 
same course but clockwise, at a higher altitude and at a faster airspeed than our aircraft could  
attain. 

The de-brief revealed that one of our pilots sighted the enemy but a “kill” could not be confirmed. 
Despite this, no attack followed so we were able to assume that the attacker had either been  
destroyed or damaged or just scared away by our pilots aggression and our pilots and their crews 
were able to relax and enjoy the breakfast prepared by President David. 
 

VH-RGB. 
I was interested in the aircraft VH-RGB sighted 
parked at Aldinga for some time and did a little check 
on it. It was a Cessna 337E, manufactured in 1969 
and 1st registered in Australia in March, 1970. It ‘s 
registered owned since October last year is Port  
Lincoln Salmon P/l but this photo, taken at Tyabb air-
field in Victoria some years ago, reveals it in far better 
visual condition than it was when parked at Aldinga. 
 

New Aircraft from Otto Aviation (U.S.) 
Otto Aviation has unveiled its Celera 500L, clean-

sheet passenger aircraft stating that its full-scale  
prototype has already completed 31 successful test 
flights. According to the company, the Celera will offer 
an 80% reduction in carbon emissions compared to a 
similar business aircraft. In addition to passenger  
travel, Otto is marketing the aircraft for cargo and  
military applications. 

The six-passenger aircraft is expected to have a top 
cruise speed of 400 knots, a 4,500 NM range and a 
fuel economy of 18 to 25 miles per (U.S.) gallon  -  that equates to about 7.7-10.6 km per litre. 
The German-built RED A03 engine is certified to operate on avgas, jet A1, kerosene or biodiesel. 
 

September’s Web Site. 
Take a look at this video if you’re interested in STOL performance. It’s just 4’ 15” long. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgncesRfqho 

 



Page 4 

 

Ike’s Bird. 
The factory drawing for Aero Commander 
serial number 55-4638 is titled “Ike’s Bird”. 
Built in n1955, the plane and several others 
were ordered by the government for a spe-
cial purpose  -  to carry the President, Vice 
President and other government officials on 
short trips. The plane has the distinction of 
being the smallest aircraft ever to carry the 
“Air Force One” call sign. 

The story goes that President Eisenhower 
took office and refused to use the 
“Independence”, Harry Truman’s aircraft, as 
his Air Force One. Instead he ordered a 
Lockheed Constellation as his primary air-
craft. But, for short trips into and out of his 
farm’s grass strip in Gettysburg, the President needed something to operate from the short and 
unimproved landing area. Helicopters were not yet reliable enough. Driving took too long and 
snarled traffic. He told his chief pilot to conduct an evaluation. His mission was to find a plane 
to go back and forth to the farm and to make other short trips. The choice was one of the most 
popular executive transports of the day, the Aero Commander 560A, and the Air Force ordered 
several for the President’s use. The Air Force designated the planes the L-26. Himself a pilot, 
Ike often took the controls of the Aero Commander, enjoying the opportunity to fly. 

A fleet of six Commander L-26’s were assigned to the White House and used exclusively by 
President Eisenhower, Vice President Nixon, Cabinet and government officials, Secret Service 
family and White House staff. ”Ike’s Bird”, 55-4638 was one of those original six. 

In 1960 55-4538 was declared surplus and sold out of Air Force inventory. It was used in a  
variety of training and freight hauling capacities. Eventually, it fell into disrepair. It was  
purchased by a private individual in 1997 at auction. Its owner spent many years restoring the 
plane back to pristine condition. In 2019 is was acquired by the Commemorative Air Force 
which will display it at air shows and special events around the U.S. and the general public will 
have the opportunity to purchase a ride in an authentic Air Force One, “Ike’s Bird”, the only  
remaining flyable Commander L-26. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
Go-Round’s September 2010 issue reported, not surprisingly, 
on our Battle of Britain Commemoration. That report  
contained two unusual matters. Firstly, six aircraft piloted by 
club members were supported in their endeavours to protect 
the area from the “marauding hun” by two from the Edinburgh 
RAAF base. And, secondly, Phil Pattison’s Jabiru was 
“brought down”, apparently by enemy fire. Phil landed safely 
in a paddock and managed to limp back to base after repairs. 
 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays in October  -  Member’s morning tea from 0930. 
Sunday 4th October  -  Fly-in to Kingston SA for a pub lunch. Pilot briefing 1000 hrs. Pilots 
are asked to notify President David of their intention to participate and advise availability of 
spare seats for non-flying members. 
Wednesday 7th October  -  Committee meeting at the club, 1930 hrs. 
Sunday 1st November  -  No comp this month. Instead we will have a presentation from  
Captain Rod Lovell, describing the emergency landing of DC3 VH-EDC in Botany Bay in 1994 
and the aftermath. From 1000 hrs with the usual BYO lunch to follow. From 1200 hrs. 


