
Page 1 

 

 
 

October, 2020 Editor:   John Chambers 

Club Executive 

� 
Club postal address: 

P O Box 726 

Noarlunga Centre  5168 

WEBSITE:  http://www.aldingaaeroclub.org.au 

Hydrogen  -  the Fuel for the Future? 

Will hydrogen be the fuel for the future? 
Will it power intercontinental airliners? 
Airbus thinks so and has rolled back the 
curtain on its three-ship “ZEROe”  
programme, intended to bring zero  
emissions aircraft to service in just 15 
years. At the heart of these three  
concepts is hydrogen power. One is a 
conventional turbofan twin, one a turbo-
prop twin and one a futuristic “lifting body 
transport”. 

The turbofan twin, seating 120-200  
passengers will have a range of 2,000+ 
NM and will be capable of operating inter-
continentally. It will be powered by a  
modified gas-turbine engine running on 
hydrogen, rather than jet fuel. The liquid 
hydrogen will be stored and distributed 
from tanks located behind the rear  
pressure bulkhead.  

The turboprop aircraft, designed for  
regional rather than intercontinental 
transport will carry 100 passengers. Its 
turboprop engine will also be powered by 
hydrogen in a modified gas-turbine engine 
and will be capable of travelling more than 
1,000 NM, making it a perfect option for 
short-haul trips. 

The futuristic “blended-wing body” proposal will carry up to 200 passengers with a range similar to 
that of the turbofan concept. The exceptionally wide fuselage opens up multiple options for  
hydrogen storage and distribution, and for cabin layout. It will use hydrogen fuel cells to power 
eight electric motors. 

Airbus claims these concepts will help them explore and mature the design and layout of the 
world’s first climate-neutral, zero-emission commercial aircraft. They aim to have them in service 
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by 2035. The transition to hydrogen, as the primary 
power source for these concept aircraft will require  
decisive action from the entire aviation ecosystem.  
Together with the support of government and industrial 
partners, Airbus believes they can rise up to this 

challenge to scale up renewable energy and hydrogen 
for the sustainable future of the aviation industry. 
 

WWII P-38 Discovered Under 300 Feet of Ice In Greenland. 
On July 15, 1942, six P-38 Lightning fighter aircraft and two B-17 Flying Fortress bombers  
encountered a blizzard while supporting the Allied war effort . The aircraft were forced to conduct 
an emergency landing on the glaciers of Greenland 
and, though all the crew members were rescued 
nine days later, the aircraft were left behind. 

Over the decades, the ever-shifting ice sheets of 
Greenland buried the aircraft, known as the Lost 
Squadron, under between 250 and 300 feet of ice. 
Fifty years later, in 1992, one of the  
P-38s was extracted from the ice and restored to 
flying condition. It was named “Glacier Girl”. 

In 2017 a revitalized search effort led by non-profit organ-
ization Artic Hot Point Solutions discovered another P-38 
of the Lost Squadron. Hints of the aircraft were first  
detected in 2011 as the team combed the area with radar 
to search for objects under the ice. They subsequently 
returned to deploy new ground penetrating radar mount-
ed on drones to more efficiently search for the buried 
warbirds. Once the P-38 was detected, the search team 
used a heat probe driven by a hot pressure washer  
system to tunnel through the ice in an attempt to touch 
the aircraft and confirm that it was indeed a plane, rather 
than a large rock or a woolly mammoth. When the probe came up the team was pleasantly  
surprised to find it covered in 5606 hydraulic fluid, a sure-fire sign that the object was one of the 
missing P-38s. 

The aircraft was identified as the P-38 “Echo”, piloted by Robert Wilson on that fateful day in 
1942.  With support from the governments of Greenland, the United States and the United King-
dom, they plan to return to begin the extraction process of the P-38, which they plan to restore to 
airworthy condition, just as they did with Glacier Girl. As with the recovery of Glacier Girl, they will 
use large heat plates to tunnel down to the aircraft, then send workers down to clear out a cavern 
around the plane with blasts of hot water. The aircraft will then be disassembled and sent up 
piece by piece. 

The find is an exciting piece of history to say the least, but the search doesn’t end with the P-38 
“Echo”. There are still six undiscovered aircraft that are part of the Lost Squadron, and many  
additional WWII aircraft went down over this same patch of Greenland as they flew between the 
United States and the European theatre. Just 20 miles or so from the Lost Squadron, at Koge 
Bay in Greenland, the team continues to search for their primary target  -  a Coast Guard  
Grumman J2F Duck that is believed to still have the remains of three airmen inside. 
 

 

Daffynition  :  Intaxication : Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which last until you realize it was 
your money to start with. 
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Club Activities. 
Our 1st Sunday of the month plan to fly down to Kingston SE for a pub lunch had to be  
cancelled, due to forecast weather 
which would be anything but VFR.  
However, quite a sizeable group came 
to the club for a barbeque lunch and 
chat, during which there was some dis-
cussion as to whether the weather 
forecasters had “got it wrong again”! 
However, just about the time we would 
have been walking back to our aircraft 
at Kingston, weather info on our phones showed all too clearly 
that our decision to stay earth-bound was well & truly justified. 

With the original plan transferred to the 2nd Sunday, the 
“gods” smiled upon us with glorious flying weather. Ten aircraft 
made the journey to Kingston including several piloted or  
carrying some of our newer members and one, an Auster,  
piloted by past member, John Cooper with his wife Jan. Other 
members of the “gaggle” were a Cirrus, a Sonex, a C172, a 
C182, a Sportstar and three of the ubiquitous Jabis. 

Lower photo shows Phil & Evan John “blasting off” from  
Kingston for their flight home in the Sportstar. 

To quote (retired?) Club Captain, Owen, “fantastic weather, great flying, 
excellent food  -  just a bloody good day out”. 
 

Fly-Hope-Dream. 
The August 2020 issue of Go-Round  published the “aviation story” of 
club member, Hani Mouneimme, in which he mentioned his favourite 
charity “Fly-Hope-Dream”. I had never heard of this organization so,  
curiosity aroused, “asked Google”. 

The Fly-Hope-Dream story begins with one very special boy . . . Timmy 
Williams. Born on March 2nd, 1996, he was laid to rest exactly 12 years 
later, on March 2nd, 2008. He courageously faced many challenges and 
medical interventions in his short life, yet throughout it all maintained the trademark smile you see 
in this picture. Born with a congenital heart defect, he underwent open heart surgery at only 4 
days old. The operation was a success, and he enjoyed eight years of ‘normal’ life, doing all the 
things you’d expect of a healthy, exuberant boy  -  swimming, baseball, soccer  -  even flying with 
Dad. Then, suddenly, his world changed overnight when he was diagnosed with a rare cardiopul-
monary disease, “Pulmonary Hypertension (PH). A chronic, degenerative condition with no cure, 
which ultimately leads to heart failure. 

Over the course of three and a half years, Timmy required 24x7 drug delivery via a central IV 
line, multiple trips to the operating room, and many, many stays in the Children’s Hospital of  
Philadelphia. Yet, despite all this, he remained upbeat and positive. What’s more, he dreamed of 
a better future  -  and dreamed BIG at that! Fly-Hope-Dream is HIS legacy  -  a tribute to the boy 
who never stopped dreaming. 

About five years into his grief journey, Timmy’s father, Gareth, started to think about helping  
others going through similar heartache. He wondered how he could help them to remember and 
celebrate their children taken too soon. He has always found taking to the skies to be a relaxing, 
therapeutic experience. Soaring above the earth, you can be alone with your thoughts. Alone with 
your memories. And you can leave behind the pressures and deadlines of everyday living and 
just “be”. He quickly realized the potential and, in Autumn of 2015, flew his biplane almost 3000 
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miles from Pennsylvania to California. Along the way, he told his story to local news stations, 
grief organizations and on Facebook. Forty-one families came to meet him at airports all 
across the country, and he gave a total of 67 flight experiences to passengers aged from 8 to 
80. The following testimonial is just one of many  : 

“Fly-Hope-Dream was a breath of fresh air (literally and figuratively) for so many  
traveling the weary road of grief after the death of a child. This experience had a  
100 percent smile initiation rate, even if through a few tears.” 
 

Ten Years Ago. 
The October 2010 issue of Go-Round opened with a headline 
“Two Men, One Cessna, 65 Days Aloft  -  Non-Stop”. It told the  
story of two men in a “modified” C172 attempting to set a record of 
65 days in the air by modifying the aircraft’s engine so that it could, 
whilst in low flight, receive fuel and replacement oil from a vehicle 
whilst also transferring food and water to the pilots in exchange for 
their “waste products”. 

Also in that issue were photos of the Gibraltar airport where 
“cars & planes meet” via a runway where a main road crosses 
the runway  -  not over it, not under it; across it. 

And, finally, it was in October, 2010 that David Ellis joined the 
Club  -  happy birthday Mr President! 
 

 

 

Aldinga Aero Club Enters a New Era. 
This month Aldinga Aero Club enters a new era  -  its membership has increased by ~50%! 
The membership of the Aldinga Airfield-based syndicate “Flying Logan Unit Trust” (FLUT) has 
voted en masse to join us. Members of the FLUT syndicate (founded & managed by Ron  
Logan) have access to six aircraft hangered at Aldinga  -  a Cirrus SR22, a Cessna C152, a 
Cessna C172, a Cessna C182, a Carbon Cub and a Beechcraft Baron. 

To celebrate the occasion and to welcome our new members, AAC’s November meeting  
(10 am Sunday 1st) will feature a guest speaker, Captain Rod Lovell who will present on the 
emergency landing of DC3 VH-EDC in Botany Bay in 1961. A complementary BBQ lunch will 
be provided for all members & guests present. 
 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays in November  -  Member’s morning tea from 0930 in the clubrooms. 
Sunday 1st November  -  1000 hours “From Hero to Zero”, a presentation by Captain Rod 
Lovell, describing the emergency landing of DC3 VH-EDC in Botany Bay in 1961. Following 
that presentation, the club will provide a complimentary BBQ lunch  -  BYO alcohol, soft drinks 
available if required. For catering purposes please notify President David of your intention to 
attend for lunch  -  8386 1133 or president@aldingaaeroclub.org.au. 
Saturday 14th November  -  The club will host our annual “Spot Landing Comp” for the  
Honourable Company of Air Pilots from 1100 hours, followed by a complementary BBQ lunch. 
Assistance required from 1000 hours for set-up, catering and judging duties. 
Sunday 6th December  -  Christmas lunch from 12 noon. For catering purposes, please  
advise President David of your intention to attend. 
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