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Jet Fuel from CO
2
? Reverse Engineering? 

A team of scientists at Oxford University has made jet fuel from 
carbon dioxide in their laboratory, and are displaying optimism that 
it could be commercialized. The team essentially reverse  
engineered the chemical reactions that turn fossil fuels into CO2, 

which is considered the most important greenhouse gas.  
A senior research fellow at the university stated “climate change is 
accelerating and we have huge carbon dioxide emissions. The infrastructure of hydrocarbon fuels 
is already there. This process could help relieve climate change and use the current carbon  
infrastructure for sustainable development.” 
The process does require a large amount of heat, which could come from renewable sources  -  
solar, wind or, even the tides. It involves heating citric acid, hydrogen and a catalyst made of iron, 
manganese and potassium and adding them to the carbon dioxide to produce liquid fuel. 
The Oxford team’s idea is to build the jet fuel plants at big producers of CO2 such as steel mills. 
One of the big advantages of the process is that the metals used as a catalyst to make the fuel are 
cheap and plentiful. 
 

Santa Uninjured in Powered Parachute Crash. 
Apparently one reindeer short of maintaining flight, a man 
dressed as Santa crashed his powered parachute into power 
lines. It is believed that he took off to deliver candy canes to local 
children. Some 200 homes lost power while he was extracted 
from the wires. 
Locals reported that the man is regularly seen flying around the 
neighbourhood but this is the first time he had been seen wear-
ing a Santa suit. 
The FAA reported the incident but has not commented on  
whether it will be investigating further nor whether Santa will 
have to undergo a check flight before going solo again. 
 

Flying might not be all plain sailing, but the fun of it is worth the price . . . . Amelia Earhart. 
 

There is only one rule  -  TNB  -  Trust No Bastard : they are all trying to kill you . . . . Captain Rick 
Davies, Chief Pilot, RFDS (Queensland) advice given to new captains. 
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Thanksgiving Day Flight Statistics. 
The “dreaded virus” reduced the number of airline  
passengers carried on Thanksgiving Day 2020 to 560,902, 
compared to 2.64 million in 2019. 
At 0630 hours Flightradar 24 reported 1084 A320’s in the 
air. Later in the day, C172’s were the most plentiful with 
900 buzzing about. 
 

New Mission for Angel Flight (USA) 
South Carolina-based “Angel Flight Soars” has tasked its volunteer  
pilots to assist in the distribution of COVID-19 vaccine. Pilot Robby Hill  
flew vaccine from his Florence base in South Carolina to Fayetteville in 
North Carolina where he handed it over to another Angel Flight pilot to 
complete the mission by carrying it to Nashville. 
 

Bell Textron’s V-280 Valor Tiltrotor. 
Bell Textron celebrated the three-year anniversary of its V-280 
Valor tiltrotor’s first flight recently, noting that the aircraft has now 
flown for 200 hours and completed more than 150 individual test 
flights. The company also announced the successful demonstra-
tion of the aircraft’s newly installed Tactical Common Datalink 
(TCDL) and ability to carry external cargo. The V-280 was select-
ed in March 2020 to compete in the US Army’s Future Long-

Range Assault Aircraft program alongside the Sikorsky-Boeing  
SB-1 Defiant. 
The company claims its test flight program is a testament to how 
their workforce approaches program execution, and are proud of 
the outstanding efforts put into this revolutionary aircraft in support of our nation’s military. They 
have a great deal of confidence, backed up by data, that the V-280 will be an affordable,  
maintainable weapon system that delivers the reach, lethality, agility and survivability the Army 
needs to move, converge and resupply forces over unprecedented distances. 
The Bell V-280 demonstrator has flown at speeds of over 300 knots and is expected to have a 
combat range of 500-800 NM and useful load of greater than 12,000 pounds. The aircraft flew 
autonomously for the first time in December 2019. The Army’s contract is aimed at finding a  
replacement for their UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters. 
A video of the V-280 in action can be seen at https://youtu.be/bVKeTA9CHOc 

 

Another Naughty Boy. 
The FAA is proposing a total of $182,000 in fines to an  
unlicensed drone pilot who was warned three times to stop  
making illegal flights around Philadelphia. After a warning letter 
was sent in October, 2019, they contacted him twice more in  
November to explain the ways in which he was violating  
fundamental rules governing drone flights. The pilot ignored 
those generous offers of what the agency call “counselling and 
education” and, by August, 2020, had had enough. It tallied up 
26 violations of Part 107 regulations ranging from flying without 
a special use authorization for the airspace being used to flying 
at night, in poor visibility and too close to buildings. 
Investigators didn’t have to go any further than YouTube to build their case. The pilot posted  

(Continued on page 3) 
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numerous in-flight videos, even including screen shots of the ground control station that displays 
altitude, the drone’s distance from the pilot, its heading and its position. The videos showed the 
drone flying over downtown Philadelphia with cars and people below. The drone pilot can appeal 
the fines to the Department of Transportation’s or National Transportation Safety Board’s  
administrative law judges. (Good luck with that Mate.  Ed.) 
 

Twin Otter Knocks Camera from Photographer’s Hand. 
France’s civil aviation investigations 
organization, the BEA, reported recent-
ly that a Twin Otter was “a little low” 
when it knocked the camera out of the 
hands of a photographer while landing 
at the Saint Barthélemy (St. Barts)  
Airport in January 2014. The photogra-
pher was knocked off balance but not 
injured. The BEA has not explained 
why it took seven years to finish their  
report! 
The aircraft was on final approach to 
Runway 10. The normal glide path 
takes aircraft over a traffic circle on a 
hilltop overlooking the runway thresh-
old. “The serious incident was the  
result of the low pass of the aircraft over the road as well as the presence of the pedestrian at the 
approach axis which is marked as an area of risk,” the agency’s report states. The crew reported 
feeling a “jolt” but landed safely. The aircraft had 15 passengers and two crew onboard.  
The report also notes that since the mishap, local officials have put up walls and barriers to block 
access to the most likely conflict areas of the traffic circle and to mandate special training for 
flight crews that regularly use the airport. “The risks of this specific approach must be seen in the 
light of the importance of the airport for the economy of the island and the connectivity to the rest 
of the world”, the report says. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
January 2011’s Go-Round featured a report of the “Funflight” the club operated at Goolwa Air-
field, Sunday 14th November, 2010. Altogether 16 Funflight pilots flew 39 ‘sorties’ carrying 70 
children from Camp Quality and their carers. All those present were also entertained by flypasts 
by a SIAI Marcheti S211 jet and fed by members of the Goolwa Lion’s Club. 
The only disappointment on the day was the 
failure of a beautifully restored DH Moth  
Minor to take to the air. The owner, a former 
Tiger Airlines pilot, unfortunately discovered a 
fuel valve problem during his pre-flight test and, 
correctly, decided not to carry passengers. 
That issue of Go-Round also carried a report of 
the club’s “GAPAN Spot Landing” day on 20th 
November, 2010. The VIP guest on that day 
was the then “International Master” of the Guild 
of Airline Pilots and Navigators, Dr Michael 
Fopp MA, FMA, FrAES who, from 1980-1984 
was The Keeper of the Battle of Britain Collection at the RAF Museum, Hendon. Dr Fopp was 
thrilled by a “joy flight” in Chris Wise’s YAK. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Some More to Watch on the Web. 
In February 2021, NASA hopes to land on Mars an ambitious dual-rotor helicopter that 
will explore the planet’s surface and take low-altitude imagery for transmission back to 
Earth. In this NASA video, we see how the Ingenuity helicopter undocks from the belly 
of the Perseverance rover that will carry it to the Martian surface. To make the orbital 
window, the mission must launch before mid-August. 

h�ps://youtu.be/d5ehz7pHprk 
 

10 Merlin Engines (45 minutes) 
This video features a formation flight of a Lancaster Bomber, a de Havilland Mosquito, two 
Spitfires and two Hawker Hurricanes  -  in all 10 Merlin engines all roaring together. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceuU1UQuwVU&feature=youtu.be 

Drone Over Finnish Fiords 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj21G69DnDs 

 

1944 North American P51 Cockpit 
https://www.eaa.org/apps/virtualtour/p51d-cockpit360-eaa.html?
mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWW1OaVpHUTNabVF4TkRNdyIsInQiOiJmSzlSUWpjaDR6VHROTDF2bn
ZBR0szZno0T0txZG5LVm5pdlIreDBqTDlQcE9vZjBFcU80bmNHRzJwXC9sVUkwSnEzdW
RiN3Z0TmNJSU1CazdZRlQxTUhSbTlIeE5jXC90M2lOd0FUM2RFdE9KOXpGQVZKVG9mU
Hp0NGtHTVRsZ2cxIn0  
 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays  -  (including Australia Day) - Members’ morning tea & chat days. 0930 hours. 
 

Sunday 7th February  -  Fly-away to Jamestown for a pub lunch. Contact club captain, Tim 
Baron (timothyjbaron@gmail.com) if you are planning to attend and, if so, will you have spare 
seat(s) and are will to take passengers? 

Tuesday 16th February  -  As well as the usual members’ morning tea, the club will be hosting 
Terry Horsam from CASA for a safety seminar. 

Sunday 7th March  -  Spot landing comp. Pilot briefing 1000 hours. BYO BBQ lunch from 
1200 hours. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

Apparently, in 2010, there were “naughty girl” pilots in the USA as well as naughty boys. A 28 
year old woman with just five hours of duel instruction, stole a Piper Cherokee and flew it until it 
ran out of fuel and landed, at night, in a field in California. 
Finally, Go-Round January 2011 suggested a few New Year’s Resolutions  - 
      Go for a fly        Enjoy a small beer   While watching the sunset 

 

 


