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Noarlunga Centre  5168 

WEBSITE:  http://www.aldingaaeroclub.org.au 

Lucindale for Lunch  -  the $100 Burger? 

Another successful and safe “fly-away for lunch” by the club on Sunday 2nd May when 7 aircraft 
carried 16 souls down to Lucindale. Weather conditions were described as ‘fair’ with cloud at 2200
-2500 and a bit of turbulence for our lighter aircraft at 2000. 
Two nice photos (provided by David Pearce) of Peter Bakker’s ‘self-built’ Sonex  taxiing and Neil 
Davis’ beautiful C182 on final. Also, the inevitable group shot provided by Phil John. 

Sad News. 
The club was deeply saddened by news of the death of club member, Ray Williams at the age of 
74. Ray only joined our club in November last year and, since joining, was a regular attendee at 
the member’s morning teas on Tuesdays. He was the proud owner of his home-built RV7A and 
was filled with enthusiasm for his plan to fly around Australia. He began that with a flight to and 
around Tasmania recently, then headed north. On 23rd April, 90 km south of Charters Towers in 
Queensland, heading Winton to Bowen, his aircraft broke-up in flight and crashed, killing him in-
stantly. The ATSB investigation, underway, is referenced AO-2021-17. 
The club extends its condolences to Ray’s family and friends. 
 

Qantas “Raids” B747 in Mojave Boneyard. 
Qantas has taken original wall panels from one of its 
retired B747-200s stored in the Mojave ‘boneyard’ to 
recreate the aircraft’s 1970s upstairs lounge. The     
custom-made replica will be displayed in the Qantas 
Founder’s Museum and showcases the 1970s first-
class “hangout” where fifteen first-class passengers 
could drink a cocktail or smoke a cigar. 
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The airline said fabrics and bold colours of the decade have been meticulously recreated to match the 
originals.  
Accessed via a spiral staircase, the exclusive retreat was eventually phased out in 1979 and replaced 
with business class seating. Visitors to the Qantas Founder’s Museum will be able to “walk down 
memory lane” for generations to come. Alongside the recreated cabin will be displays of the original 
1970 uniform designed by Emilio Pucci, and onboard products from the era including menus, silver-
ware and crockery. 
 

ZeroAvia’s Hydrogen Test Bed Crash Landing. 
ZeroAvia’s ambitious program to develop a hydrogen-powered air-
craft suffered a setback last month when its Piper Malibu testbed was 
severely damaged in an off-airport landing in the U.K. The aircraft 
landed in a field adjacent to Cranfield Airport. The left wing was 
sheared off in the mishap, as was the nose gear. There was also ex-
tensive fuselage and tail damage. The aircraft appeared to have hit a 
hedge during the rollout. There were no injuries and no post-crash 
fire. 
The aircraft was in Cranfield warming up for its first cross-country 
flight, a 70-mile hop from Cranfield to Kemble. The company recently bought a 19-seat aircraft for  
conversion to hydrogen power and said it intended to build a 50-seat airliner next and have a 100-seat 
plane in the air by the end of the decade. 
 

Alice Springs  -  Australia’s Version of “the Boneyard”. 

Government Funding 100 More Repatriation Flights. 
The government has committed to funding another 100 Qantas 
repatriation flights over the next year. 

The flag carrier has been using its 787 Dreamliners for the   
missions, which have a capacity to carry around 170 passen-
gers each, meaning 17,000 more stranded Australians can     
return. 

The Flying Farmer. 

The “Flying Farmer” act has been a staple of airshows for years. This new version is just as entertain-
ing as an (apparently) inebriated pilot takes over controls of a Super Cub for a low-altitude air show  
experience This video includes an explanation of what’s involved. It may look easy but it’s anything 
but! 

http://youtu.be/dplkwrW8Dqs  
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Feel a Need for Speed?  (Thanks to Ray Newman for this article). 

RAAus pilots are, generally, happy to cruise in the lower speed 
ranges. They enjoy flying and, to some extent, the longer it 
takes to get from A to B the better  -  sit back, relax, enjoy the 
view and love the fact that you can fly. 

However, those RAAus pilots who “need to speed”, may lust 
after a new, RAAus registerable aircraft, on offer from Belgium 
manufacturer, JMB Aircraft. 

Their VL-3, when powered by the “Rotax 915.142 hp engine, 
will reach almost 200 knots TAS, climb at 2000 ft/min, carry a 
240 kg load and reach FL180! 

Take a close look at VL3-World’s Fastest UL aircraft(jmbaircraft.com) 

Airbus A400M Completes Latest Helicopter Air-To-Air Refuelling Tests. 

Airbus has announced that it is closing in on completion of the 
campaign to certify its A400M  military turboprop air-to-air      
refuelling operations following the conclusion of its latest flight 
trials. According to the company, 81 wet contacts were 
achieved and 6.5 tonnes of fuel were transferred during the 
flights which took place over the west coast of France. The    
trials were conducted at altitudes of between 1,000 and 10,000 
feet at speeds as low as 105 knots. 

Air-to-air refuelling is a unique capability and key for Special 
Forces operations, involving aircraft with different flight profiles and sharing a very limited        
common flight envelope, requiring close formation flying patterns at low altitudes and night time 
conditions. Airbus claims that, with this capability, the A400M becomes one of the few tanker   
aircraft in the world capable of such operations. 

The flight tests were performed in coordination with the French Armament General Directorate 
and used two French Air Force H225M helicopters. Airbus says it is aiming for full helicopter     
air-to-air refuelling certification for the aircraft later this year after concluding mandatory night   
operation trials. In its tanker configuration, the A400M, which is capable of refuelling fighters such 
as the Rafale, Tornado and F/A-18, can carry up to 50.8 tonnes of fuel. 

 

An Inflammatory (and Inflationary) Suggestion? 

The senator representing the Cape Cod area of Massachusetts is proposing a bill to charge a 
$1000 fee for every landing of private, corporate and charter aircraft in the state! 

He declares this to be an act to mitigate the climate impact of private and corporate air travel! 
The bill will specifically exempt “public aircraft, scheduled commercial passenger air transport, 
freight or cargo aircraft”. 

Reckon he may “cop some flak” from quite a few of the constituents in his “well heeled” area. 

 

A Salute to Our Club and Our Club’s Angel Flight Pilots. 

Browsing the September 2020 issue of the “Australian Flying” magazine, I found the following 
paragraph in the editor’s column. It led me to reflect on the support our club has provided to     
Angel Flight over the last 14 years. Yes  -  we made our first Angel Flight in July 2007. The tens 
of thousands of dollars we have, through the efforts of Terry Cahalan, gathered from local     
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businesses to pay for the fuel for our Angel Flight  pilots and the “hidden” costs borne by those 
pilots in the course of the Angel Flight missions they voluntarily undertake  -  just think of the 
engine hours ticking off in the course of those flights towards the TBO. 

With the kind permission of Australian Flying’s editor, Steve Hitchen, here are his thoughts  - 

Australia is a volunteer nation; we step up with time, money and perspiration when   
needed. It could be a charity fundraiser, a bushfire rebuild program or even fighting          
a war. Volunteers hold a special place in Australian society and we respect what they   
do, knowing that governments would have to cover the shortfall should volunteers 
walk. Angel Flight pilots are exactly the same, except the amount of personal money 
they put into the charity is out of proportion to the time they spend working on it. It      
costs a lot of money to be an Angel Flight pilot, but I've never heard one word of        
complaint from them. Given how much they already give, it must rankle deep within   
them that CASA has effectively called them unsafe and is demanding they divulge         
information about their flights. Some pilots have acquiesced, others have drawn a       
line. Angel Flight is referring the matter to the Federal Court because it believes      
CASA has over-stepped its powers in demanding the information. What CASA    has 
done is take for granted the good will of the volunteers, which is something these        
stalwarts certainly don't deserve. 
 

Ten Years Ago. 
The May 2011 issue of Go-Round contained the following article. It tickled my fancy then and 
still does  - 
 

Scientists at NASA built a gun specifically to launch standard four pound dead chickens 
at the windshields of airliners, military jets and the space shuttle, all travelling at maximum 
velocity. The idea is to simulate the frequent incidents of collisions with airborne fowl to 
test the strength of the windshields. British engineers heard about the gun and were     
eager to test it on the windshields of their new high speed trains. Arrangements were 
made and a gun was sent to the British engineers. When the gun was fired, the engineers 
stood shocked as the chicken hurled out of the barrel, crashed into the shatterproof 
shield, smashed it to smithereens, blasted through the control console, snapped the     
engineer’s back-rest in two and embedded itself in the back wall of the cabin, like an ar-
row shot from a bow. The horrified Brits sent NASA the disastrous results of the experi-
ment, along with the designs of the windshield and begged the U.S. scientists for sugges-
tions. NASA responded with a one-line memo  -  “DEFROST CHICKEN!” 

 

Diary Dates. 
 

Every Tuesday  -  Members’ Coffee & Chat mornings from 0930. 
Sunday 6th June  -  “Practice Forced Landing from 5 NM comp”. Pilot briefing 1000 hours. 
BYO BBQ lunch from 1200 hours. Committee meeting 1300 hours. 
Sunday 4th July  -   “Top Hook” competition  -  flying a simulated landing on an aircraft carrier. 
Pilot briefing 1000 hours. BYO BBQ lunch from 1200 hours. 
Sunday 1st August  -  Fly away to Kadina for lunch. 
 

Take a Wander Around a Mosquito Cockpit. 
 

https://www.eaa.org/apps/virtualtour/dh98mosquito-tour360-eaa.html?
mkt_tok=OTEwLVNFVS0wNzMAAAF8mpdHpnLLpRZmC8H_1kXb7B9i8Kd6SiFycQkaVwnLxtXXdZH2XrdTB3zgxqrx
qythZ0E4qNLsL_e60eJ0No3gpfP26mx10NUAWLBIZTtOavQ 
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