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Google Drones to Fly Coffee to Offices in Queensland. 
Google’s drone delivery service, “Wing”, will soon be 
delivering coffee to offices in Logan, Queensland. This 
development is possible because the business will 
soon extend its service beyond residential homes to  
include commercial business locations in a dozen  
suburbs. 
“Wing” first launched in Australia in Canberra in 2019 
and currently allows for delivery of packages that weigh 
less than 1.5 kg from a variety of retailers who sell 
household goods. Globally, “Wing” has conducted 100,000+ flights, including 18,000 deliveries to 
the Logan community. “Wing” is constantly adding to their list of companies using their drone  
delivery service, one of the latest being Blackout Coffee which, apart from coffee, also provides 
fresh salads, sandwiches and baked goods for drone delivery service. 
 

“Electrifying” Your Rotax-Powered or Jabiru-Powered Aircraft. 
Pipistrel’s E-911 motor  -  the first electric motor certified by the  
European Aviation Safety Agency  - is now available to other  
original equipment manufacturers, and to home-builders. Given 
friendly cautions, the motor may be the answer to some amateur-
built and even vintage aircraft’s need for new power. 
The E-811 motor is 268 mm in diameter, 91 mm deep and weighs 
22.7 kg. The certified package includes the liquid-cooled motor and 
liquid-cooled power controller. Producing 57.6 kw (77 hp) peak 
power and 49.2 kw (66 hp) of maximum continuous power, the  
motor and controller could be most closely compared to the Rotax 80 hp unit, powering many Light 
Sport Aircraft. It would also be ideal to power self-launching sailplanes. It can turn clockwise or 
counter-clockwise and supports a wide range of propellors. The motor can also be adapted  
separately as an individual component, again opening possibilities for unique configurations. 
A “state-of-the-art” axial flux synchronous permanent magnet electric motor give us a pancake-

like motor with great torque. A radial-flux motor is a more traditional unit that encloses a rotor with-
in a stator (a rotating part within a stationary housing). This limits the size of active elements to 
those that can be contained in a limited space. Axial-flux motors can place their magnets at the 
outer edge of a large circle, giving a mechanical advantage. As Pipistrel points our, “lighter and 
more compact, these motors are also more powerful than radial flux motors, making them ideal for 
their application in aviation.” 
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July’s Meeting  -  Double the Comps! 
The club’s monthly meeting on Sunday 4th incorporated not one but two flying comps. Firstly, 
there was our annual Top Hook comp with pilots tasked with displaying their skills landing on an 
aircraft carrier. The vessel chosen was HMAS Aldinga. The weather was fairly benign and the 
vessel was stationary making things quite easy for the six competitors. 
Aircraft carrier runways are, we believe, generally about 150 metres long. The aircraft are fitted 
with a hook and the pilots must approach the landing in an attitude which will cause the hook to 
catch one of the four wires placed 15 feet apart, bringing the aircraft to a very rapid stop. 
For this comp up to 10 points were awarded for a steady rate of descent on final to land. Ten 
points for “catching” the (preferred) 3rd wire, eight for the 2nd wire and 5 for the 1st or 4th wire. 
Failure to catch any of the wires earned between zero and 4 points, depending on how close the 
“miss” was. Each pilot flew two approaches and their points earned were accumulated. The result 
was a draw for first place, Owen & Evan both with 24 points. Neil scored 23, Graham 22 and Phil 
20. 
There was an adjournment for the usual BYO BBQ lunch before Steve conducted the second 
comp, this time on the club’s newly installed simulator. This event, titled “Pass the Bomb” was 
very well attended and the sim room crowded with participants and observers. Each competitor 
flew a C150, taking off from their chosen runway at YADG. Shortly after take off they were ran-
domly advised of a runway to land on. If their flight was successfully achieved, they were award-
ed points and invited to “bomb” one of their competitors by deducting their points. 
Steve reports that there was fierce competition and the result was a three-way tie between David 
Hibbert, James Tebneff and Nick Tebneff. It was great to see some new people joining in the 
“Sim Comp” fun. 
 

Know Your Fellow Member  -  Ray Newman  (Part Two). 

Last Month we left Ray in PNG, recovering from 
a nasty fright when his C206’s engine fault 
played havoc with his nerves. Now - read on to 
learn more of Ray’s aviation story  - 

A personal highlight of my PNG years was being 
decorated by the Prime Minister, Michael 
Somare, for services to the country. I returned to 
Australia permanently at the end of 1980, and 
spent some time in post graduate study. Then I 
got a job as an Inspector of Air Safety with what 
was then called BASI (Bureau of Air Safety  
Investigation) based in Adelaide. There were four 
of us with support staff, which was a bit of an 
overkill. We were responsible for SA/NT. Some very interesting journeys to remote locations. I 
had two fatal accidents to investigate which I found unsettling. One was a fire with burnt bodies 
on site! 

We usually had a budget to cover the cost of keeping up to date on various aircraft. My PNG fly-

ing was all VFR, so I got my Multi-Engine Class 1 IFR rating and various endorsements  -  C402, 
Pressurized on the Piper Malibu, Float Plane with John Freeman. Some gliding. During this time I 
also forayed into aircraft ownership with a part share in a Mooney which was hangared at  
Parafield but is now at Aldinga - VH-ASO. 

I left the department - which is now the ATSB - in 1988 and went into business for myself with 

a Berklee franchise. Eventually I set up my own franchise chain which I sold out to Automasters. 
That was a pretty busy (almost 30 years)) during which I forgot about flying. RAAus came along 
without my awareness. Then, on a visit to Aldinga, I noticed all these exciting new aircraft and  

(Continued on page 3) 
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decided to give it another go. Eventually settling on a 
Pipistrel Alfa Advanced Trainer with an all-glass cock-
pit and autopilot. I have since decided to syndicate the 
ownership and Douglas Ransom has joined me in  
owning the aircraft. Doug is a director of the Nature 
Foundation and we recently spent a few days at their 
rehabilitation project at Hiltaba, north-east of Ceduna. 

Being a ‘tiger for punishment’, I have 
been granted a dealership for the most 
exciting aircraft in the light sport category, 
the JMG Evolution VL3. I have the 

Rotax 915is version being built. Image - 
retractable gear, constant speed prop, 
2,000 ft/min climb, 180 kt cruise. Australia 
just shrunk! 
To manage this dealership and provide 
information for interested aviators, I have created a web site https://advanced-aviation.com.au/ 
 

Bi-Note on Carrier Landings. 
A former Commander at the U.S. Navy, Dennis Mitchell stated “It is very difficult to acquire the 
skill to land on a carrier, and some very good pilots never master it. Oftentimes bad weather, low 
fuel, poor visibility and pitch black conditions are complicating factors.” 
“There is also the psychological pressure of knowing every one of your landings is evaluated, 
graded and recorded. These grades are a key factor in determining your officer fitness report and 
have a direct bearing on future promotions and eventual command assignments”. 
 

Ten Years Ago. 
The July issue of Go-Round commented on the 100th anniversary of 
naval aviation, when the U.S. Navy considered taking aircraft to sea. 
One Eugene Ely, a “demonstrator pilot” for aircraft manufacturer 
Glen Curtiss, agreed to “give it a go”. 
A wooden platform was constructed on a “scout” vessel, 
“Birmingham”. At 3.16 pm on 14th November, 1920, Ely gunned the 
engine of his Curtiss aircraft, rolled down the “runway” and was air-
borne  -  almost! The aircraft briefly touched the water, damaging 
the prop. With the aircraft vibrating violently, Ely, a non-swimmer, 
knew a quick landing was necessary and he landed safely after 
some five minutes in the air. 
On 18th January, 1921, Ely successfully took off and landed on the 
cruiser Pennsylvania”, making him the first U.S. Navy’s aviator. To 
celebrate that achievement, a replica of Ely’s aircraft took flight from 
a naval cruiser early in 2011. 
 

‘Follow Me’  . . . If You Can! 
If your flying itinerary finds you visiting Bologna Airport in Italy, 
there’s a good chance you’ll be shepherded from the runway 
to the ramp by a ground-hugging Lamborghini Huracán Evo. 
For the seventh time, the supercar maker has provided one of 
its top models to the airport for “follow me” escort duty. Hurry  
-  it will only be there ‘till January 7th, 2022. 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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ZeroAvia Announces Progress on Hydrogen-Electric Aircraft. 
A U.K.-backed company, ZeroAvia has acquired a pair of 
Dornier 228 twin Turboprops to use as test beds for its 
Hyflyer II development phase involving 600-kw hydrogen-

electric powerplants. One of the 19-seat former regional air-
liners will be based at Kemble, U.K. and the second at 
ZeroAvia’s U.S. location in Hollister, California. The 19-seat 
aircraft will have hydrogen fuel tanks designed to ultimately 
contain 100 kg of compressed gaseous hydrogen, providing 
an expected 500 mile range. Hyflyer II follows up on the first 
R&D project, a 250-kw hydrogen fuel cell powertrain  
installed in a six-seat Piper Malibu. HyFlyer I achieved all its technical goals, according to 
ZeroAvia, though the aircraft was seriously damaged in an off-airport landing on April 29. 
The company also announced it has secured $13 million in funding for its next phase  -   
developing a hydrogen-electric powerplant for a 50+ seat airliner. Current funding for that  
project now totals $37 million. The new investment comes from a collection of four new inves-
tors, joining the existing investors  - Amazon’s Climate Pledge Fund, Breakthrough Energy 
Ventures, Summa Equity, Shell Ventures, SYSTEMIQ and Horizon Ventures. 
ZeroAvia claims that various projections indicate that aviation may account for over 25% of  
human-induced climate effects by 2050. They say they are on the path to helping reverse that 
trend. Hydrogen is the only practical solution for true climate-neutral flight, and it will become a 
commercial reality much sooner than many predict. 
 

On the Web. 
Check out this 5 minute video titled “The flight that nearly killed me”. Provides a reminder of 
the importance of pre-flight checks no matter what you’re proposing to fly. 
h�ps://youtu.be/csDRdqMH3Kk 

 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays  -  Members morning coffee/tea & chat from 9.30 am. Sometimes including 
some fun on the sim? 

Sunday 1st August  -  Fly-away to Kadina for lunch with the local aviators. Full details,  
departure & arrival times TBA. 
Wednesday 11th August  -  Committee meeting, 1930 hours at the club. 
Sunday 15th August  -  Annual General Meeting. Complimentary lunch for all members and 
guests from 1200 hours, followed by the Annual General Meeting. 
Sunday 12th September  -  Our annual “Dawn Patrol” to commemorate the Battle of Britain. 
Pilot briefing at 0700 hours. After clearing the skies of the dreaded Hun, a gourmet breakfast 
will be provided for our brave pilots and their crews. 
Friday 24th September—Sunday 26th  -  Outback Fly-in to William Creek. “Google” William 
Creek Fly-in to discover the details of this event. 
Sunday 3rd October  -  Fly away for lunch. Destination TBA. 
Tuesday 30th November-Sunday 5th December  -  Australian International Airshow, Avalon. 
 

An Interesting quote. 
“When anyone asks me how I can best describe my experiences of nearly forty years at sea, I 
merely say ‘uneventful’. I have never been in an accident of any sort worth speaking about . . I 
never saw a wreck, nor was I ever in any predicament that threatened to end in disaster of any 
sort.” 
Captain Edward J. Smith R.M.S. Titanic, an experienced 62 year old captain. This was to be 
his last voyage prior to retirement, 1912. 
 


