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B-17 in 1943   -  An Amazing Story . 
 

(Editor’s introduction  -  The following story was published in an issue of Go-Round  some years 
ago but, as we once again commemorate The Battle of Britain this month, is worth another look.) 
 

A mid-air collision on February 1, 1943, between a B-17 and a German fighter over the Tunis dock 
area, became the subject of one of the most famous photographs of World War II. An enemy  
fighter attacking a 97th Bomb Group formation went out of control, probably with a wounded pilot, 
then continued its crashing descent into the rear of the 
fuselage of a Fortress named ‘All American’, piloted by 
Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of the 414th Bomb Squadron. 
When it struck, the fighter broke apart, but left some 
pieces in the B-17. The left horizontal stabilizer of the 
Fortress and left elevator were completely torn away. 
The two right engines were out and one on the left had 
a serious oil pump leak. The vertical fin and the rudder 
had been damaged, the fuselage had been cut almost 
completely through connected only at two small parts of 
the frame, and the radios, electrical and oxygen sys-
tems were damaged. There was also a hole in the top 
that was over 16 feet long and 4 feet wide at its widest 
and the split in the fuselage went all the way to the top  
gunners turret. 
Although the tail actually bounced and swayed in the 
wind and twisted when the plane turned and all the  
control cables were severed, except one single elevator 
cable still worked, and the aircraft still flew - miraculous-
ly! The tail gunner was trapped because there was no 
floor connecting the tail to the rest of the plane. The 
waist and tail gunners used parts of the German fighter 
and their own parachute harnesses in an attempt to 
keep the tail from ripping off and the two sides of the fu-
selage from splitting apart. While the crew was trying to 
keep the bomber from coming apart, the pilot continued on his bomb run and released his bombs 
over the target. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

The turn back toward England had to be very slow to keep the tail from twisting off. They actually 
covered almost 70 miles to make the turn home. The bomber was so badly damaged that it was 
losing altitude and speed and was soon alone in the sky. For a brief time, two more Me-109  
German fighters attacked the ‘All American’. Despite the extensive damage, all of the machine 
gunners were able to respond to these attacks and soon drove off the fighters. The two waist 
gunners stood up with their heads sticking out through the hole in the top of the fuselage to aim 
and fire their machine guns. The tail gunner had to shoot in short bursts because the recoil was 
actually causing the plane to turn.  
Allied P-51 fighters intercepted the All American as it crossed over the Channel and took one of 
the pictures shown. They also radioed to the base describing that the empennage was waving 
like a fish tail and that the plane would not make it and to send out boats to rescue the crew when 
they bailed out. The fighters stayed with the Fortress taking hand signals from Lt. Bragg and  
relaying them to the base. Lt. Bragg signalled that 5 parachutes and the spare had been "used" 
so five of the crew could not bail out. He made the decision that if they could not bail out safely, 
then he would stay with the plane and land it. 
Two and a half hours after being hit, the aircraft made its 
final turn to line up with the runway while it was still over 
40 miles away. It descended into an emergency landing 
and a normal roll-out on its landing gear. 
When the ambulance pulled alongside, it was waved off 
because not a single member of the crew had been  
injured. No one could believe that the aircraft could still fly 
in such a condition. The Fortress sat placidly until the crew 
all exited through the door in the fuselage and the tail  
gunner had climbed down a ladder, at which time the en-
tire rear section of the aircraft collapsed onto the ground. The rugged old bird had done its job.  
 

The Club’s AGM. 
Not a lot to report from our AGM on Sunday 15th August. We managed to provide around 35  
attendees a complimentary lunch in a Covid-safe manner, served inside the club by masked  
volunteers and consumed outside in our gazebos suitably separated. 
Then we all picked up a chair and de-bunked to Owen’s 
hangar where, suitably masked and separated we dealt with 
the business of the day. 
Reports were read, the holders of all executive positions 
were re-elected as were all existing committee members, 
and we adjourned outside for the ritual photo. 

Here endeth the report! 
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Our  Dawn Patrol Turns Out To Be Unnecessary! 
(Report provided by President David). 

Strong westerlies at low altitudes and low clouds and rain precluded any flying on 12/9/21 to 
commemorate the 81st anniversary of the Battle of Britain. Coincidentally, 81 years ago on this 
day the weather was unsettled with rain in most districts, making for a lull in the battle. 
Fortunately, the weather deterred the enemy and the skies above the Fleurieu Peninsula were 
clear of danger. 
Bacon, eggs and toast was served up for the 11 aircrew who showed up for the 0720 briefing.  
After breakfast the club simulator was put to use. 
 

Mars Copter Completes 12th Sortie. 
As logbook entries go, a little less than 19 minutes’ total 
time and 1.4 miles might not sound like much. But it’s a lot 
when you consider it’s time logged on another planet. 
NASA’s Ingenuity Mars helicopter added 169 seconds to 
that total time and covered an additional 1,500 feet on its 
12th flight on 16th August. That more than doubles initial 
expectations for the craft which NASA hoped could fly five 
times and simply prove that atmospheric flight is possible 
on the red planet. 
The latest sortie, characterized by NASA as “ambitious”, was planned to reconnoitre the South 
Seitah region of Mars in support of the mother ship, Perseverance. The terrain in the region 
made for perilous flying, not to mention the hazards of manoeuvring the Perseverance rover on 
the surface. The risk is counterbalanced by the reward of collecting “intriguing rocks” that  
Perseverance’s science team would love to study up close. 
Flight planners wrote, “When we choose to accept  the risks associated with such a flight, it is  
because of the correspondingly high rewards. Knowing that we have the opportunity to help the 
Perseverance team with science planning by providing unique aerial footage is all the motivation 
needed.” 
 

Australia Plans Drone Air Traffic Control System. 
The Australian government is to develop an air traffic control-style system for drones. It will be 
created in collaboration with Defence, Airservices and CASA and will work in conjunction with  
existing processes for traditional aircraft. 
Growth in the use of drones and eVTOL in Australia is estimated to support more than 5,000 jobs 
and a $14.5 billion increase in GDP over the next 20 years.  
 

And on the Subject of Drones  . . .  
In the past year, Google Wing has delivered, via drones, to customers in Logan Qld  - 
• 10,000 cups of fresh barista-made coffee. 
• 1,000 loaves of bread. 
• 1,700 snack packs for tea. 
• 2,700 sushi rolls 

• More than 250 chocolate eggs, bunnies and hot cross bun packs in the lead-up to Easter.  
 

Sydney Firm Sells Device to Detect Drones. 
A Sydney-based business has signed a deal with the Australian Army to 
supply it with its latest product to detect enemy drones up to eight  
kilometres away. DroneShield’s RfOne MKII can map all manner of 
UAV’s, from commercial to hobby devices, by matching their radio  
frequency signatures to those stored on a database. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The quantity and value of the order has not been disclosed, but the announcement comes just a 
month after the firm received a two-year defense contract worth $3.8 million from an unnamed 
“Five Eyes” country. 
 

Australia Takes Delivery of Two Chinooks. 
Boeing has delivered two of four new Chinook helicop-
ters ordered by Australia in a deal that has risen to 
$595 million. The aircraft were transported to Australia 
by a US Air Force C-5 Galaxy which has a wing span of 
70 metres and weighs more than 172,000 kg empty. 
The Australian Army now has twelve Chinooks, many 
of which served in Afghanistan from 2006 to 2013, and 
were also deployed to help with the recent “black summer” bushfire season. Their primary roles 
include troop transportation, artillery emplacement and battlefield resupply, which they achieve 
via a wide loading ramp at the rear of the fuselage. 
The Chinook has an extraordinary history within Australia’s ADF. Australia placed its first order in 
1972. They are based at RAAF Amberley. In 1989, the then Australian defense minister  
announced they were to be withdrawn on cost grounds, to be replaced by Black Hawks. Then, 
just months later, that decision was spectacularly reversed, as it became clear the Black Hawks 
simply couldn’t compete. 
 

10 Years Ago. 
The September 2011 Go-Round included a report on that year’s Dawn Patrol. This is an extract 
from that report - 

The club went into high security lock-down as Club Captain, Owen, briefed the gathering on 
its vital but dangerous mission. They were to fly to a secret destination, navigating via 
tracks which had been determined by previous recognizance flights to avoid known enemy 
positions. Once airborne, they would open their sealed instructions and decode their  
ultimate destination. Once there, they would retrieve documents containing vital intelligence 
which had been left by members of the local underground. 
Over the next three hours, three sturdy little Jabiru aircraft, carrying six of Aldinga Aero 
Club’s finest, took to the sky, determined, despite all odds, to complete their missions. 
Though faced with the difficult (and for some impossible) task of decoding their instructions, 
and hampered by low, threatening clouds, all (eventually) returned safely to rousing cheers 
of “well done” from their fellow members who, in their absence had prepared a huge,  
sumptuous and well-deserved breakfast. 

In previous years, our commemoration of the Battle of Britain had included a religious aspect  
provided by local Pastor Ned Carmichael. Only days before the 2011 event, Ned suffered a 
stroke and was hospitalized. At short notice, then club member, Sean Leyden, an ex US Navy 
FA-18 pilot, stood in for Ned, providing the meeting with a moving account of the Battle. Sean 
continued to provide that element to our annual commemoration for several successive years  
until his retirement from the club due to work commitments. 
 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays  -  Member’s morning tea/coffee/chat meeting at the club room from 0930. 
Friday 24th –Sunday 26th September  - Outback Fly-in to William Creek. Check “Google” for 
details. 
Sunday 3rd October  - Fly-away for lunch. Destination TBA. 
Wednesday 13th October  - Committee meeting in the club room, 1930 hours. 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
 


