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Unusual Aircraft  -  Jovair Sedan 4E 

Think “twin rotor helicopter” and you may 
build a picture in your mind of a Boeing 
Vertol CH47 Chinook, after all, the  
Australian military had both the C and D 
models in its inventory for use in lifting 
heavy payloads and for delivering, with 
precision, troops into the battlefield. The 
genesis of that particular Boeing design 
goes back to 1958, but it was not the first 
to adopt such a configuration. 
The Jovair Corporation of California has 
been working on helicopters since 1940. 
The Sedan 4E was a descendant of the 
JOV-3 which was a tandem rotor design 
dating from 1948. The rights to the  
JOV-3 were later sold to McCulloch  
Motors helicopter division. They built two slightly larger prototypes they called the MC-4, the  
second of the two was modified with outrigger fins. McCulloch also built three further examples 
they called the YH-30 for US Army evaluation. 
The MC-4 was a two-seater helicopter and the second one that was built with the added fins was 
reacquired by Jovair who then modified it into a 4-seater for either personal or commercial use 
which they called the Sedan 4E. Each occupant had their own personal door to enter the cabin. 
The aircraft was powered by a 210 hp 6A-335 Franklin engine. They also had a second engine  
option of a 225 hp Franklin 6A-335, this helicopter had the designation 4ES. 
The aircraft’s single engine drove a pair of 3-bladed all-metal rotors of 7 metre span and 17  
centimetre chord via flexible Vee-belt driven shafts with bevel gears. It had a service ceiling of 
8,000 ft, a cruising speed of 145 km/h with an endurance of two hours. The tricycle undercarriage 
was fixed. The structure was steel tube skinned with aluminium. 
Unfortunately, there was insufficient public interest for the Sedan and it never went into produc-
tion, hence, when you think of a twin rotor helicopter, this is not one that springs to mind. 
 

When everything seems to be going against you, remember that an aircraft takes off against the 
wind, not with it  -  Henry Lawson 
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Our Annual Charity Day  -  Sunday 16th April. 
Our Charity Day for HeartKids and their carers was, again, a very successful, enjoyable and  
rewarding day for us and our guests. Even the Easter Bunny was there, providing Easter eggs for 
the kids whilst they waited for their turn for their scenic flight.  
Many “thank yous” are needed. Firstly, thanks Evan, the king pin organizer of this day. Next, 
thanks to our pilots  -  Owen, Steve, Hani, Walter, Phil, Graham, David & Doug. They made a  
total of 17 flights carrying 37 pax and doing it in an enjoyable & safe manner. Thanks to 
HeartKids CEO, Tania Potts for her organizing and assistance and for her team who, amongst 
other things, took over the BBQ to provide meals for 100 people. Thanks to Loadmaster,  
Lucianne and her assistant, Jane for arranging flights and allocating passengers to pilots.  
We also express our gratitude to our bank, Bendigo Bank, who supported the event financially. In 
past years we have had to hire portable toilets for this event but, this year, thanks to Ron & Jan 
Logan, we were able to use the Aldinga Aero toilets, saving us the cost of that hire. With these 
two cost savings, the club was able to make a donation to HeartKids. 
Thanks to Terry & Steve who fired up the club’s simulator giving the kids the opportunity to do a  
spot of flying themselves, and thanks to all the other club members who contributed their time 
and labour to help the whole affair tick.  
These photos, provided by David Pearce, tell their own story of a great day. 

US Navy to Test “Package Drones” at Sea.  
The first large-scale use of drones for ‘beyond visual line of site’ pickup and delivery may be at 
sea. The Navy is deploying drones capable of carrying up to 23 kg to test them as ship-to-ship 
couriers within carrier groups and beyond. The drones will be based on the carrier and  
dispatched as needed to carry parts or needed supplies from ship to ship. The drones will have a 
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range of up to 200 miles. That kind of thing is usually done with 
helicopters and since they’re usually busy with other things, it can 
throw a wrench into operations. 
 

Our May Meeting  -  “Top Hook” Comp. 
(Report provided by vice-president, Evan John) 

On Sunday 1st May, the club held our annual Top Hook  
competition. This comp was initiated in 2009 by a former member of the club, Sean Leyden. 
Sean was a US pilot flying FA-18s to & from (or is that from & to?) US Aircraft Carrier Nimitz. 
The objective of this comp is to simulate the approach techniques required for landing on an air-
craft carrier. 
 

 

 

 

 

The runway is marked with three white lines, 30 metres apart, representing the three arrester  
cables on a carrier. The right dotted line represents the stern of the carrier. Participants fly a  
stable approach angle so as to catch the 2nd cable, the preferred choice in carrier landings. In 
the above diagram, they aim to touch down in box 1 to claim the highest points. Half points are 
awarded to those landing on either side of box 1 and zero points if they touch down before the 
dotted line as they would have ended up in the sea or decorating the stern of the carrier! 
Seven aircraft participated, and we  were delighted to have guests from Copper Coast Aero Club 
at Kadina join us to take part and to share lunch, in a reciprocal arrangement for their kind host-
ing of us at Kadina field last year. 
Our treasurer, Phil John, in a Sportstar, gained top points with two touchdowns in box 1. Phil’s 
crew mate, new club member Merrilyn St. Aude, was no doubt involved in guiding Phil to the gold 
medal result. Hope she was suitably rewarded. Dean Rodda from Kadina in a Jabiru J170 came 
2nd with one touchdown in box 1 and being just outside box 1 with his 2nd attempt. Three  
pilots tied for 3rd place  -  Dave Ellis in a Jabiru J250, Doug Ransom in a Pipistrel, and Peter  
Farrow in a Flight Design CTLS all not quite making box 1 area on either of their attempts. 
Great work by pilots Dave, Doug, Ray, Phil, Dean, Peter & Eric for joining in the activity, which 
serves the purpose of honing landing approaches and touchdown skills. It was a pleasure to  
observe their competence and it seems they in turn learned more about the vagaries of their air-
crafts. 
Thanks to others who helped make the day a success  -  Trevor Chapman for firing up the BBQ, 
assisted by Mark McIntosh who helped judge as well. Patrick Normoyle for organising the food, 
Jan Logan, Rhonda Cahalan and Margaret for setting out the food, and special thanks to David 
Pearce for taking videos of all the participants and replaying them on the TV as the results were 
announced. 
 

Ukraine Vows to Rebuild AB-225 Send Putin the Bill! 
Ukraine says it wants to rebuild an An-225 destroyed during 
fighting at Gostomel Airport in late February. The biggest plane 
in the world ‘Mriya’ (The Dream) was destroyed by Russian  
occupants on an airfield near Kyiv. Ukraine’s official Twitter site 
said “We will rebuild the plane. We will fulfill our dream of a 
strong, free and democratic Ukraine.” Meanwhile, Ukraine’s state 
arms manufacturer says the project will cost $3 billion and it will 
be sending the bill to Vladimir Putin. “Ukraine will make every  
effort to ensure that the aggressor state pays for these works”. 
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Footage from a Russian TV news report has confirmed that an AN-225 was indeed destroyed. 
Although most observers feared the worst when the facility went under attack ten days ago, 
there was some hope the aircraft survived until images emerged from under the damaged 
hangar cover. 
 

Ray’s New “Toy” Settles in at YADG. 
Club member, Ray Newman’s 
beautiful, brand new JMB VL-3 
Evolution aircraft has arrived from 
its Czech birth place and is  
settling down in Aldinga, probably 
trying to learn “Strine”. These  
photos were taken when it had 
just 5 hours on the clock. 
No doubt it has added to that by 
now. 
 

Lockheed Martin UAS Completes Record Endurance Flight. 
Lockheed Martin’s modified Stalker VXE drone 
completed a record-setting endurance flight in  
February, logging a total flight time of 39 hours, 17 
minutes, and 7 seconds which, once certified by the 
Fédération Aéronautique International would estab-
lish a new endurance record in the 5 to <25 kg  
category. For the record attempt, a production 
Stalker VXE was fitted with an external, wing-

mounted fuel tank. 
The flight provided insight for improvements to 
Stalker VXE aimed at scaling its mission capabili-
ties for the future. Stalker VXE’s endurance, broad 
operating envelope, modular payload compliance, vertical take-off and landing capability and 
open system architecture allow it to execute diverse and demanding missions.  
Powered by a propane-fuelled solid oxide fuel cell paired with a rechargeable hybrid battery, 
the production version of the Stalker VXE has a wingspan of 16 feet, top speed of 58 MPH and 
endurance of more than 8 hours. It can carry a maximum payload of 5.5 pounds and reach alti-
tudes of up to 12,000 feet.  
 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays  -  Members’ coffee & chat from 0930 hours. 
Sunday 22nd May  -  Sunday Sundowners 3 pm - 6 pm. BYO comfy chair (or grab a plastic 
one from the club), enjoy the company of fellow occupiers of Aldinga Airfield, munch on a burg-
er, sip a glass of wine, beer or soft drink and watch the sunset. $10/head. 
Sunday 5th June  -  “Flight Simulator Experience”, from 1000 hours, followed by BYO BBQ 
from 1200 hours. 
Wednesday 8th June  -  Committee meeting at the club 1930 hours. 
Saturday 18th June  -  Movie night at the Ingle Theatre, Pasadena, 6.30 pm. Comedy 
“Sunstruck” starring Harry Secombe, Stuart Wagstaff, Bobby Limb and Dawn Lake. $12/head. 
Sunday 23rd October  -  Jamestown Air Spectacular. Visit their web site at  
jamestownflyinggroup.com.au. 
 

That’s Go-Round for May. Just two more for me, then retirement. (Ed.) 
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