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Unusual Aircraft  -  “Scrappy”. 
“Scrappy” is a search 
and rescue, backcountry 
bush plane on steroids! It 
evolved from a standard 
Carbon Cub EX-3 bush 
plane. It now has a 10 
hour, 1,000 mile endur-
ance and a 500 hp  
engine with an additional 
250 hp via a shot of  
nitrous. That Lycoming 
engine has been modified 
to be the only 780 cubic 
inch Lycoming in the 
world. Scrappy also 
sports 18 solar panels 
generating 900 watts  
charging two massive  
battery banks in each wing. 
These batteries connect to 
an inverter providing 110v 
AC. This comes in handy in 
search & rescue scenarios 
and mountain top camping 
trips to power welding 
equipment or, when camp-
ing, a 16 foot inflatable  
movie screen and a micro-
wave (for popcorn!), whilst 
simultaneously charging the 
two electric motorcycles suspended from brackets under each wing. 
The wings have been modified by the addition of slats on the leading edges and large flaps and 
drooping ailerons on the trailing edge for slow-speed handling. When the slats are deployed, the 
wings grow 14 inches longer in cord while simultaneously reshaping the camber to yield greater 
lift. This results on improved slow flight whilst keeping the centre of lift that allows full forward and 
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aft range of the stick and less trim. To simplify the wing transformation, the slats, flaps and droop-
ing ailerons are inter-connected so that the pilot deploys all three from a single trigger on the side 
of the throttle lever, the components move in aerodynamic sequence within an engineered flow 
analysis maximized for every degree along the way. 
The suspension has been modified to make it fully adjustable and with duel shock absorbers. 
This allows the pilot to lower the main wheels and raise the tailwheel whilst taxiing, providing per-
fect forward vision. When landing, the suspension can articulate left and right to facilitate landing 
or parking on a hillside with angled slope. The pilot can pre-set whatever degree of slope is side-
ways so that the aircraft stays level whatever the slope. Pretty groovy eh? 

 

Sundown Sunday #2. 
The club’s second Sundown Sunday social event took place on Sunday 22nd May. A nice little 
crowd of the Aldinga Airfield family settled in from 3 pm to chat, be entertained with music by DJ 
Adrian Redman whilst club president David Ellis, and club members Mark Mackintosh and  
Merrilyn St. Aude slaved over the BBQ to womp up a mess of vittals (otherwise known as  
burgers), to be washed down with wine, beer or soft drinks. 

Thanks to all who participated in the providing of another enjoyable social twilight event. 
 

Google Drones to Deliver Groceries in Canberra. 
Last month’s Go-Round reported deliveries of KFC in 
Logan, Qld. Now it’s Coles goods in Canberra.  
Google’s drone delivery service ‘Wing’ has partnered 
with supermarket giant Coles to begin delivering over 
250 of its most popular grocery items to customers in 
Canberra, with deliveries expected within minutes of 
their order being placed. 
According to ‘Wing’, the initial Coles trial will allow 
customers to order a select range of items, including 
bread, fresh produce, snacks, health care items, 
kitchen essentials and even toilet paper, to be deliv-
ered to their homes. There will be no minimum spend and, importantly, no fee for delivery. 
Orders can be made via the ‘Wing’ app, and upon delivery, the drone slowly lowers the package 
to the ground at the customer’s delivery location, making for a contactless delivery. 
“Whether you’ve run out of milk and eggs for breakfast, forgotten to pick up a loaf of bread for 
school lunches, or are just after a fresh “grab and go” snack, customers in our delivery service  
area in Canberra can now get those urgent items they need in a hurry, delivered by drone,” said  
Simon Rossi, general manager of Wing, Australia. 
 

Will There Be a New Supersonic Airliner? 

Boom Supersonic has chosen Piedmont Triad International Airport in North Carolina as the site 
for its factory to build their ‘Overture’ supersonic airliner. The company will build a 400,000 
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square foot facility on the 65 acre site at the airport. 
Boom has stated that construction will start this year 
and that the first 65-88 seat aircraft will come off the 
line in 2024. Boom has 70 orders worth 14 billion  
dollars for the aircraft from United and Japan Airlines 
and the U.S. Air Force is looking at military applica-
tions. The company is predicting it will have 1,750 
workers by 2030 and 2,400 by 2032. 
 

Australia Does Still Manufacture “Stuff”! 
Sydney-based carbon fibre composites manufacturer, 
“Quickstep” has announced production of its 10,000th 
component for the global F-35 Joint Strike Fighter  
program, marking a major milestone for the company and 
Australia’s defence industry involvement in the multibil-
lion dollar program. 
Quickstep manufactures more than 50 individual compo-
nents and assemblies for Northrop Grumman, Marand 
Precision Engineering and BAE Systems, and each F-35 
Lighting II aircraft currently in production incorporates  
approximately $440,000 of content built at its facility at Bankstown Aerodrome. This provides  
direct employment for almost 170 highly skilled staff, engineers and support personnel across the 
business and many more within its domestic supply chain. 
Current F-35 contracts achieved full-rate production over the last 12 months and 10,000 parts 
represents approximately $250 million of revenue over the last seven years. Based on forecast 
aircraft production volumes, and at the current rates of supply, Quickstep is just 20% of the way 
through this important build program. 
Commenting on this milestone, Quickstep CEO, Mark Burgess said, “We are extremely proud of 
the trust and confidence placed in us by leading global aerospace companies. We have built a 
reputation for excellent delivery, quality and cost performance and look forward to securing more 
production opportunities on F-35 and other advanced aerospace platforms”. 
And there was more good news for Quickstep  -  last March Jetstar awarded them a 3 year  
contract covering scheduled and unscheduled maintenance of the V2500 Nacelle on the Jetstar 
A320 fleet across the Asia Pacific region, valued at an estimated $30-$40 million. 
 

An Investment Opportunity? 

Australian-owned Aviation H2 has opened up to investors to garner funding for studying the  
development of hydrogen-fuelled aircraft with hopes the first jet will be in the sky in 18 months! 
The company is seeking $300,000 in an initial capital raise through trading platform VCEX and 
expects a “quick uptake” from major players in the industry, according to a press release. 
“Taking inspiration from my colleagues, it is time to start on the road to decarbonising aviation, 
and there is nothing that cannot be done with a relevant dose of thought and attention,” said lead 
engineer and company director Dr Helmut Mayer. 
Aviation H2’s goal is to develop the first homegrown hydrogen powered aircraft to reduce global 
CO2 emissions and believes Australia can spearhead it. Engineers at the company are compar-
ing design approaches based on reliability, environmental impact, efficiency and weight. Once  
initial testing is completed, the team will present their most commercially viable model to then 
build a prototype, according to the company. 
It comes as many airlines are progressing towards operating more sustainably, whether it is 
through hydrogen powered aircraft or using sustainable fuel (SAF). 
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Lake Macquarie Confirmed for Air Race World Championship. 
Australian air racer Matt Hall has his business 
based at Lake Macquarie Airport, and grew up in 
Mereweather, only 20 km north of the airport. He 
goes into the 2022 season as reigning champion 
and is pleased he will get to defend his title in 
front of a home crowd. “I’m extremely proud to be 
racing in Australia again and it’s a privilege to do 
that right here where I grew up,” he said. “It 
means even more to me to be involved in an 
event that will help get our region through some 
really tough times. The NSW government funding 
is extremely generous and a windfall for a big 
community that really deserves the support. It’s 
something we can all be very thankful for”. 
“There is probably more pressure to win at home, but the support from family, friends and fans 
will carry me through that. I’m really looking forward to my grandmother, who is in her late nine-
ties, being in the crowd . That’s something very special to me.” 
This year’s series begins over the iconic Goodwood motor racing circuit in the UK on 9-10 July. 
This will be followed by Malaysia 10-11 September, Jakarta in Indonesia 15-16 October and 
Lake Macquarie 19-20 November,  
Further venues are expected to be announced shortly. 
 

Russia to Start Making “Bootleg” Boeing & Airbus Parts. 
As Russia’s world narrows with sweeping sanctions, it’s 
about to take the inevitable step of making about 100 state
-of-the-art Airbus and Boeing airliners virtually worthless. 
The state aviation authority, Rosaviatsia, has issued pro-
duction certificates to five Russian companies to start mak-
ing ‘bootleg’ parts for the aircraft and more are expected to 
be approved shortly, according to aviacononline. So far, 
the parts approved are cabin items like seats and galley 
equipment, but even the installation of an unapproved seat 
can cancel the airworthiness certificate of an aircraft in the 
rest of the world. 
The website says it’s just a matter of time before flight-critical components will need replace-
ment and the few countries still willing to sell certified parts run out of spares. China has  
refused to sell parts to Russia, leaving India and Turkey as the main potential sources. As the 
maintenance needs of the complex jets grow, the loss of traceability of parts will render them 
unflyable anywhere except Russia, and the leasing companies (and their insurers) will be left 
holding the bag. 
 

Diary Dates. 
All Tuesdays  -  Member’s Chat & Coffee mornings from 0930 hours. 
Saturday 18th June  -  Last chance to book in for the annual movie night at the Ingle Theatre, 
Pasadena. Give vice-president Evan a call. 
Sunday 3rd July  -  Forced landing practice. Pilot briefing 1000 hours. BYO BBQ lunch from 
1200 hours followed by chat time and, if you feel like it, some flying in the club’s sim. 
Sunday 10th July  -  Why not pay a visit to the Loxton Flying Club to join them for their regular 
2nd Sunday of the month BBQ from 1100 hours? Call David Pocock 0428 473 455 to book in. 
Sunday 7th August  -  BYO BBQ down to the club from 11.30. Chat about aviation stuff and 
your plan to nominate for a committee spot when you’re at the AGM the next Sunday. Refer to 
Club Secretary’s email 14th June. 


