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Life from Below a Bomber. 
(With the Club’s annual  commemoration of the Battle of Britain scheduled for September, the  
following article seems an appropriate opener for this, my final issue as editor of Go-Round,  
completing my 18th year in the role.  Ed) 

 

When you go to an air museum 
or air show and walk up to a 
WWII B-17 or B-24 bomber, one 
of the areas of the aircraft which 
always seems to gain a lot of at-
tention is the ball turret. This 
round steel-and-glass sphere 
would house two .50 calibre  
machine guns. Hung beneath 
the belly of these planes, this position was used to defend it from an enemy aircraft attack from the 
underside. First designs of these positions attempted to use remote-controlled aiming, but this 
idea ultimately failed and there was no other choice but for a crew member to go down there, sit in 
this vulnerable position, and manually operate the turret. Just as we did in so many different ways 
during this historic conflict, we had to rely on young men in their late teens and early 20s to do the 
unthinkable. 

The following is the story of James Kingus who flew with the USAF 8th squadron in B17’s. He was 
18 years old when he joined up. He already had four brothers who were all serving. Jim attended 
gunnery school in Arizona where he was told that his small build would make him perfect for the 
ball turret of a B-17. It wasn’t long before he found himself in a new B-17 heading towards Europe 
via the Great Northern Route with stops in Goose Bay, Labrador, Iceland, Scotland and, eventual-
ly landing in his new home, Grafton Underwood in England, home of the 384th Bomb Group. The 
B-17s Jim flew in had names like Satan’s Playmate, Snuffy, Heavenly Body and Boomerang. Jim’s 
first mission was to Merseburg, Germany, on December 12, 1944. Those first few missions were 
rough. He really had to personally convince himself that he could “do this”. After that, he just 
stopped thinking about the dangers and the possibility of not making it home. The movie Twelve 
O’clock High” said crews just pretended that they were already dead. 

Each morning that he had a mission, he would get dressed in his gear, including the electric suit 
he would have to depend on to try to keep warm. Then it was off to have breakfast. He never 
made the mistake of eating too much. Just a little something and some coffee was about it. Brief-
ings were held so that crews could get as much intelligence as possible on the target they were 
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going to attack that day. Flak cannons in the area, fighter de-
fences, and weather was all part of the briefing. There would be 
a big screen up covering the map until the briefing started. Then 
it would be drawn back and, for the first time, you would see 
what today's mission was going to hold for you. On February 26, 
1945, that target would be a huge one. Jim remembers when 
they drew the screen back and he saw BERLIN!. There were 
groans and curse words in the room at that moment! 

Once airborne and formed up, Jim and his crew would start 
making their way to the target as they climbed higher into the 
cold stratosphere. He would slide down into his turret with Her-
sey’s Bar and try to keep warm a little. “The size of the turret wasn’t bad, and it would have been 
almost comfortable if it wasn’t 40 below outside and that people were waiting to try to kill me in a 
few hours.” After all these years he still describes conditions inside the bomber as “noisy as blaz-
es”. He could not take a parachute with him in there so it was left in the fuselage of the plane. 

Most missions were in excess of eight hours, but one was shorter  -  very much shorter! January 
20, 1945, brought a close call for Jim and his crew. “We were taking off and climbing out of our 
base to hit the train bridges in Mannheim, Germany. The plane was making an awful noise and 
the pilot was struggling to get power out of the aircraft.” It turns out that a sleet storm had hit the 
base and no one noticed the ice on the propellers. “As we were climbing out, ice was slamming 
into the fuselage.” It was so loud that Jim could barely hear the call to bail out of the aircraft. He 
managed to pull himself out of the turret, put on a parachute, and exit via the door in the waist 
section. “Everyone came through it okay, except a few guys had broken arms and legs!”. 

Jim explains the view from the belly of a B-17 as surreal. “You could see bombers going down, 
you couldn’t hear anything except the drone of the engines, yet you were watching this out of 
your window.” After a mission they would go through anyone’s gear who did not make it back. 
“We would make sure that anything that you wouldn’t want your parents to see was gone from 
your gear being sent home.” 

On April 25, 1945, Jim flew his 35th and final mission on a B-17 named Baby Judy. The mission 
targeted an industrial park in Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. On this mission they would return with one 
engine out and one damaged. They would be forced to land at an emergency field. After the  
mission he found out he had just taken part in the last bombing mission of the 8th Air Force. For 
him, the war was now over. “I was asked if I wanted to take a war-weary B-17 home or a ship. I 
felt that I had used up all of my luck in the air, so I took the ship. 
 

Update on Bonanza Group Formation to Oshkosh. 
Last month’s Go-Round reported that 138 Bonanza aircraft were registered to fly in formation into 
the 2022 AirVenture at Oshkosh. By the departure date the number had grown to a record 149! 
But, the “weather god” had news for them! The following is the group’s website report  - 

The Bonanza group departed from its rendezvous point at Rockford International Airport, 
100 nm south of Oshkosh. Despite favourable forecasts, Oshkosh suddenly turned IFR just 
as the biggest mass arrival group came in for its last segment in the early afternoon. Things 
got interesting as a record number of 149 planes had to break up into two-ship elements 
while flying in an area saturated with planes attempting to fly in on the VFR FISK arrival. 
The group scattered, all making there way individually to various airports in the vicinity.  
Later in the day, all managed to fly into AirVenture in smaller groups. 

(The live radar tracking made very interesting viewing I can tell you  -  Ed.) 
 

 

“The exhilaration of flying is too keen, the pleasure too great, for it to be neglected as a sport”  - 
Orville Wright. 
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10 Years Ago 

Go-Round August 2012 opened with the following article - 

Early morning anglers were treated to the spectacle of four T6 Harvard aircraft from The Flying  
Lions Aerobatic Team, waterskiing across the 
Klipdrift Dam, near Johannesburg. Arnie 

Meneghelli from Academy Brushware, owner of 
the aircraft, had this to say - “I believe that what 
we did is a world first. It illustrates that South  
African air show pilots are amongst the best in the 
world”. 

This unusual act, approved by the South African 
Civil Aviation Authority and supported by Castrol 
Aviation, was meticulously planned and took place 
under the watchful eye of divers and paramedics 
that were on site. 
Also in this issue was a story about the club visiting “Irene”, a De Havilland C-47 aircraft owned 
by one Jeff Morgan, living at the little town of Marama, near Karoonda. “Irene” enjoyed a long and 
varied life. You can re-read her interesting story via the Archives link on the club’s website  -     
aldingaaeroclub.org.au. 
 

Local Drone Firm Wins Approval to Operate Five Drones per Pilot. 
Swoop Aero, a Melbourne-based drone company will 
soon begin flying up to five drones per one pilot, after 
clinching a major regulatory approval. It has obtained 
approvals from CASA to operate beyond visual line-of
-sight flights on up to five drones per single pilot from 
its operations centre. 

Using the same systems, the company will later be 
able to scale up to allow one pilot to oversee up to 30 
remotely piloted drones at once, across three conti-
nents. The company said this will allow it to “operate 
like an international airliner” by “centralising resources 
in one facility”, and is built upon Amazon Web Services systems to improve autonomy and  
accuracy. 

It comes after the company was last year approved to deliver medical equipment and supplies via 
drone into regional Queensland, which the company soon hopes will be extended to greater 
Queensland and Victoria. 
 

Plane Overboard! 
The U.S. Navy “lost” an F/A-18 from the deck 
of the USS Harry S. Truman on 8th July, 
blown off by a strong gust of wind into the 
Mediterranean. By August 3rd it was back on 
deck but much the worse for its “dunking”. 

The plane was an E model, so had lots of  
sophisticated gear onboard that the Navy was 
anxious to keep prying eyes from seeing. The 
aircraft was located on the bottom at a depth 
of 9,500’ by the Navy’s Salvage & Diving 
command, using an underwater drone which 
attached lines to the wreck. 

“Our task team operated safely and efficiently to meet the timeline” said the Navy spokesman. 
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A Couple of Websites You Might Enjoy.  
This first one is interesting  -  we have all enjoyed cockpit video of "normal" aerobatics, but this 
is different, the earth stays still.  
https://www.facebook.com/zoltanveresairshows/videos/351859799682205/?extid=CL-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C 

Then there’s this one  -  a good one to show to your grandkids. It’s call the Carboard Cadet. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCrPd_H2zns 

And this one  -  a demonstration of the Garmin Autoland; no aircraft should fly without one of 

these! It’s a 15 minute video, so lie back, put your feet up, and enjoy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-ruFmgTpqA 

And, finally, this one  -  racing eVtol drones. 

https://youtu.be/Pzeg71i1csU  

The Club’s 2022 AGM. 

Last Sunday was a particularly significant day  -  the day at which a 

number of our club’s committee were to “hang up their  -  well, whatev-
er hat they had been wearing for a considerable number of years” and 
hand over to a new crew. Not only that, but it was the day when we 
would move into next year’s planning for the demolition of the only 
club building we have ever had, to be replaced with a new, modern 
and much better equipped facility. 

Not only that, but the day before the meeting, the current club       

president, who also intended to relinquish his position, announced that 
he had tested positive to Covid-19 and would not be attending. The 
existing, and inaugural secretary, Steve McGuiness, who was also   
retiring, stepped up to the plate to chair the meeting, wearing two hats  
-  a black one when he was speaking on behalf of the absent president 
and switching to another when speaking as secretary. 

And the outcome of the ballot for executive members of the club gave 

us a new president, Hani Mouneimme, a new secretary, Blaise Pilgrim, 
a returning vice-president, Evan John and a returning treasurer, Phil 
John. These four will be supported by a committee of four. And by the 
look of the group photo taken after the meeting, those present were 
pleased with the result! 

(Photos curtesy of David Pearce). 

Diary Dates.                                                                                                       
Sunday 18th September  -  Battle of Britain commemoration. Pilot briefing 0700 hours,         
followed by a complimentary breakfast once our gallant pilots have cleared the skies of the   
enemy.                                                                                                                                                
Friday 23-Sunday25 September  -  Flyaway weekend to William Creek. 

 

And, so now it’s au revoir after 18th years as editor of Go-Round  -  farewell and goodbye from 
me and hello & welcome to the new editor, Tim Baron next month. 

 


